
 
 

 Who Am I Ba-da-bings from Fairy Tales  

When I strolled over the hill and glimpsed the 
straw house by the creek, my stomach growled. 
This will be easy to blow down!  (Tyler M.) 

As I dragged myself to the top of the beanstalk, 
I peeked over the top of the beanstalk and gazed 
upon a huge castle and wondered who lived in 
there.  (Anthony C.) 

Who Am I Ba-da-bings from To Kill a Mockingbird  

As I was sitting there, I heard Francis call 
Atticus a “nigger-lover” and I thought I have to 
teach him a lesson!  (Candice S.) 

When I walked towards Tim Johnson, I saw him 
lying there in a puddle of blood and thought, 
“Dude.  I have to clean that up.”  (Brandon M.) 

What Am I Multi-genre Badabings from Macbeth  

We have a 942,  a murdered king.  Our suspect is 
the guard by this testimony by an eyewitness:  “I 
saw the guards walking out dead drunk with 
bloody knives, and I thought, ‘oh no!  the king!”  
(Steve C.) 

Father, please forgive me for what I have done.  
After I ran from my deed, I saw nothing but 
blood and emptiness.  Father, help me.  Amen.  
(Jon Q.)   
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Don't say it was "delightful"; make us say 
"delightful" when we've read the 
description. You see, all those words 
(horrifying, wonderful, hideous, exquisite) 
are only like saying to your readers "Please 
will you do my job for me.” 

   --C.S. Lewis 
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Problem:  Writer can see it; reader can’t.  

Solution:  Ba-da-bing! 

The Point: Sometimes writers need help 
making their moments translate to the same 
kinds of moments for their readers.  This 
sentence-imitating exercise is easy and 
produces rich results for the reader.   

Teaching it: (Draw three icons—foot, eye, 
thought bubble—on a chalkboard or 
transparency.) 

Find an important moment in your memory 
piece, and I’ll show you a trick.  Write a 
sentence with these three parts:   

 

Where your feet went  ,  

what you saw , 

 

and what you thought . 

 

Here’s an example:  When I went (point to 
the feet) into the kitchen, I saw (point to the 
eye) my mom at the stove, stirring a pot.  
Mmmm, I thought.  Chili!   Now you try 
one. 

Debriefing questions: 

1. Was that hard? 

2. How many of these would you want in 
your piece? 

3. Is there only one way to punctuate this? 

 

Student samples: 

“I walked into the kitchen and saw my 
mother holding a skateboard, and I thought, 
‘Hey!  Is that for me?’”—Torrey, 2nd grade. 

“When I stepped out onto the stage, I 
couldn’t see the audience because the lights 
were in my eyes.  What was I so afraid of? I 
thought.  This is fun.” —Matilde Bernabei, 
6th grade. 

 

Spin-offs:  

Find a “moment” in your piece and 
underline the sentence.  Write a ba-da-bing 
and tuck it in.  Repeat two more times.  
Share. 

Post ba-da-bings on sentence strips and 
compare sentence structure, tone. 

Make a triptych flipper and randomly read 
zany combos. 

Change the “eye” part to other senses. 

Celebrate when students deviate from 
“walked.” 
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