


Reading with Lenses:
Selecting lenses or filters through which we 

focus our reading gives us purpose.



When we combine the 
Stemology process with 

reading lenses, great
learning occurs!

Please join me as we 
branch out into an 

experience of growth…



You will need:  copy of text, STAAR stem 
question bank, highlighters, and paper & pen 
for your thoughts.



1st Read:  Read 
the selection 

aloud for the 1st

time through the 
vocabulary lens.

*Note any words that you 
think a 7th grader would 
struggle with. Also, note 
multiple-meaning words.



2nd Read:  Read 
through the excerpt 

again using the lens of 
characterization. 

*Note and/or highlight any 
text evidence that develops 

the characters.



3rd Read:  Read the 
selection for the 3rd

time through the 
lens of sensory 

language.

*Consider imagery, figurative 
language (including metaphors, 

similes, and personification), 
and anything that appeals to the 

senses.



How does this look in the classroom?
• Lessons on the specific skills must occur (plot, characterization, etc.)
• We began by creating a poster that reflected the skills they had 

learned and the evidence that they had gleaned from the text 
(students worked in pairs).
• Later, students used a smaller graphic organizer on their own.
• They now simply annotate the text. 





Now that we have found the 
answers, let’s create some 

questions!



Lens #1 
Vocabulary

(2A, 2B, 2E)



Lens #2 
Characterization—

Inferences

(6 figure 19D and 6B)



Lens #3 
Sensory 

Language
(8 Figure 19D 

and 8A)



With a partner, create questions for 
the following lenses:
•Vocabulary
•Characterization
•Sensory Language
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What do the details 
from paragraphs 8-13 
reveal about the little 

boy?

Which words 
from 

paragraph 2 
help us 

understand 
the meaning 
of petulant?

“Snow-covered 
heap”—imagery?

The alliteration in 
paragraph 15 

creates a feeling 
of—

I can tell from the 

dialogue that…

Explain the inner 
conflict that the 
narrator faces.

What if we 
could teach our 

students to 
write their own 

STAAR-level 
questions  in 
response to 

their reading?

Academic 
conversations 

are heavenly!!!!



Let your students build their 
assessments!  I always give 
them credit for their work!





#1 Responses:

Ø Reading Stem Questions Work!!!!
Ø Ba-Da-Bing/Pitchfork Sentences!!!
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