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Disclaimer:

The thoughts you’re about to see are not from 
the State of Texas,

not from the Texas Education Agency.



Disclaimer:

They are interpretations and observations, 
of Gretchen Bernabei, shared with you.
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To give a paper a score, 
a scorer asks four questions.

First:  is this paper kernelizable?

Could you  kernelize it?
chunk it up,
summarize each part in a sentence,
read it back,
hear a clear main point

*For more about kernelizing texts, visit www.trailofbreadcrumbs.net
or read any of Gretchen Bernabei’s books.

http://www.trailofbreadcrumbs.net/


Secondly…does the paper use support
from the reading selection?

(Using direct quotes or paraphrase)



Third:
Does the student explain with some 
precise details?

*Not fill the paragraphs with dead giveaways
vague
repetitious
throwaway writing



Last, 
how about those conventions?
Could a reader read this paper out loud?



To recap:

Kernelizable?

Text support?

Details?

Conventions?



The following  high-scoring essays 
were published in the scoring guide 
released  by TEA on October 7, 2022.



Let’s read aloud this fifth grade essay.









Your thoughts?



Here’s an essay for 

grade 6











What do you notice?



Grade 9 prompt:
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