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Read the article “Steam and Sail”. Based on the information in the article, write a 
response to the following: 

Explain whether you think the steamboat or the clipper ship changed life in the 
United States. 

Write a well-organized argumentative essay that uses specific evidence from the 
article to support your answer. 

Remember to – 

• clearly state your central idea 
• organize your writing 
• develop your ideas in detail 
• use evidence from the selection in your response 
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar 

Manage your time carefully so that you can – 

• review the selection 
• plan your response 
• write your response 
• revise and edit your response 

 

Write your response in the box provided. 
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Blue-Organization and Structure of Writing-Introduction, Body, and Conclusion 
with Transitions 

• Does your writing contain an introduction, body, and conclusion? 
• Did you answer the prompt by paying attention to the explanation 

statement? 
• Did you provide relevant evidence in the body? 
• Did you explain the text evidence that you chose to include? 
• Did you write a conclusion? Is your conclusion congruent with your 

thesis, central idea, or claim statement? 
• Does your writing contain transitions or transitional phrases? 

 

Green-Selection and Inclusion of Relevant Text Evidence 

• Did you provide relevant evidence that supports your 
introduction/answer/claim or central idea? 

• Does the evidence make sense? 
• Did you provide at least two pieces of key evidence? 
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Red-Conventions 

• Does every sentence start with a capital letter? 
• Did you capitalize I? 
• Did you capitalize proper nouns or proper adjectives? 
• Do you have more than 5 sentences? 
• Did you end each sentence with a period, question mark, or 

exclamation point? 
• Did you use commas and quotation marks wisely? 
• Are your sentences varied? Did you include simple, compound, and 

complex sentences? 
• Did you read over your writing and check for your spelling to make 

sure that there are no typing errors? Did you check it three times? 
• Did you choose a variation of words and not repeat words over and 

over? Did you rename words when possible? 
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Reader’s Rubric with Extended Constructed Response 

Score_____ 

Organization 
Structure 

Introduction 
Central Idea, Thesis, or Claim 

Body 
Conclusion 
Transitions 

Transitional Phrases 
 

 

Relevant 
Text Evidence 

 
• logical 
• relevant 

Precise Details 
(Explanation of 

Evidence and Depth 
of Thought) 

 
Reflection 

Conventions 
• Spelling 
• Capitalization 
• Punctuation 
• Grammar 
• Sentences 

 

Yes  

1  
point 

 

Yes 
 

1  
point 

Yes 
 

1  
point 

Mostly 

 

2  
points 

Somewhat 
 

1  
point 

No 

 
 

0  
points 

 

No 

 

0 
points 

 

No 

 

0  
points 

Not 
evident 

 

0  
points 

 

  

https://www.taccorgaming.co.za/members/
https://www.taccorgaming.co.za/members/
https://www.taccorgaming.co.za/members/
https://www.taccorgaming.co.za/members/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Reader’s Rubric with Extended Constructed Response 

Score_____ 

Organization 
Structure 

Introduction 
Central Idea, Thesis, or Claim 

Body 
Conclusion 
Transition 

Transitional Phrases 

Relevant 
Text Evidence 

 
• logical 
• relevant 

Precise Details 
(Explanation of 

Evidence and Depth 
of Thought) 

 
Reflection 

Conventions 
• Spelling 
• Capitalization 
• Punctuation 
• Grammar 
• Sentences 

 

Yes 

 

1  
point 

 

Yes 
 

1  
point 

Yes 
 

1  
point 

Mostly 

 

2  
points 

Somewhat 
 

1  
point 

No 

 
 

0  
points 

 

No 

 

0 
points 

 

No 

 

0  
points 

Not 
evident 

 

0  
points 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Color It Up! (Student Copy) 

 

Number 1 

Score______________ 

 

 

Number 2 

Score______________ 

 

 

 

Number 3 

Score______________ 

 

 

Number 4 

Score______________ 
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Number 5 

Score______________ 

 

 

 

Number 6 

Score______________ 

 

 

Number 7 

Score______________ 
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Number 8 

Score______________ 

 

Number 9 

Score______________ 
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Number 10 

Score______________ 

 

Number 11 

Score______________ 

 

Score________________ 
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Number 12 

Score______________ 
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Teacher Copy 

Color It Up! 

 

Number 1  
Score 0,0 

 

 

 

Number 2  
Score 0,0 

 

 

 

Number 3  
Score 1,0 

 

 

Number 4  
Score 1,0 
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Number 5  
Score 1,1 

 

 

 

Number 6 
Score 2,0 

 

 

 

Number 7  
Score 2,1 
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Number 8  
Score 2,1 

 

 

Number 9  
Score 2,2 
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Number 10  
Score 3,1 

 

Number 11  
Score 3,2 
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Number 12  
Score 3,2 

 

 

 

 


